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ner, " There is no one who surpasses him. It has to be
Franco.'*
Franco had to be the leader of those veteran troops, be-
cause his past compelled it. He was courage and daring
united to brilliancy and will-power. But once again arose the
difficulty which was now traditional in the triumphal march
of his life. That obstacle was his age. Franco was thirty years
old and not yet a lieutenant-colonel. He lacked the rank,
although there were several nominations for promotion in
his favour. At the meeting of the Cabinet on June 7 his
appointment as lieutenant-colonel was decided. It was the
first promotion granted in the army during the period from
1921 to 1923.
Franco accompanied the body of Valenzuela to Zaragoza,
where he was buried in the crypt of Our Lady of Pilar in the
Cathedral with the honours merited by heroes. But he re-
turned at once to his post. When the commander presented
himself before his Legionnaires, they acclaimed him as their
leader.
Franco was a veteran in the Legion. Rather, he was the
first Legionnaire, and knew, therefore, the responsibilities*
inherent in the high position which had just been granted
to him.
For their part, the Legionnaires recognized the fact that
no one possessed the merits that Franco did to hold a position
of leadership that belonged to him by right and by reason of
courage, which was the supreme law of the Legion.
That courage, fundamental in the spirit of one who pro-
fesses the creed of the Legion, that scorn of death in battle
that is the aura and the virtue of such a soldier, have not
made of Franco a man without mercy, or deprived him of
love and sympathy towards his fellow-men.
He is a man who trains his warriors in energy, audacity,
and fearlessness; when in camp he is troubled by the news of